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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-

leagues in commemorating the 85th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide.

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman government
unleashed an eight-year assault against its Ar-
menian population. During this brutal cam-
paign, one and a half million innocent men,
women, and children were murdered, Arme-
nian communities were systematically de-
stroyed, and over one million people were
forcibly deported.

The pain of these atrocities is only com-
pounded by the Turkish government’s revi-
sionism and denial of the tragic events that
took place. This is what Elie Wiesel has called
a ‘‘double killing’’—murdering the dignity of the
survivors and the remembrance of the crime.
It is incumbent upon us to stand up against
these efforts and make United States records
documenting this period available to students,
historians, and the descendants of those who
survived.

This somber anniversary is a tribute to the
memory of the victims of the Armenian Geno-
cide, and a painful reminder that the world’s
inaction left a tragic precedent for other acts of
senseless bloodshed. The road from Armenia
to Auschwitz is direct. If more attention had
been centered on the slaughter of these inno-
cent men, women, and children, perhaps the
events of the Holocaust might never have
taken place.

Today, we vow once more that genocide will
not go unnoticed and unmourned. We pledge
to stand up against governments that per-
secute their own people, and declare our com-
mitment to fight all crimes against humanity
and the efforts to hide them from the rest of
the world.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, today I join
with my colleagues in what has become an
annual event in which none of us take great
joy in. Today, the Turkish government still de-
nies the Armenian genocide and it does so to
its own detriment. All of us would like to see
the denial in Ankara end. The Armenian geno-
cide happened. The historic fact, Mr. Speaker,
is that 1.5 million Armenians were killed and
over 500,000 deported from 1894 to 1921.

On April 24, 1915, 300 Armenian leaders,
writers and intellectuals were rounded up, de-
ported and killed. 5000 other poor Armenians
were killed in their homes. The Turkish gov-
ernment continues to deny the Armenian
genocide and claims that Armenians were only
removed from the eastern war zone. America
has been enriched in countless ways from the
survivors of the Armenian genocide who have
come here. As a representative from Michi-
gan, I want to especially highlight that we
have been blessed by the contributions of the
Armenian communities.

Today I rise to call upon the Republic of
Turkey, an ally of the United States, to admit
what happened. Mr. Speaker, we want Turkey
to see its history for what it is so it can see
its future for what it can be. Let us all rise
today to commemorate the Armenian geno-
cide and hope that events like it never happen
again.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with my colleagues to acknowl-
edge the horrific events that occurred during
the Armenian Genocide from 1915 to 1923,
the final days of the Ottoman Empire.

The horror of the Genocide is seared in the
minds of Armenians around the world. Begin-
ning in 1915 the Ottoman Empire, ruled by

Muslim Turks, carried out a series of mas-
sacres in order to eliminate its Christian Arme-
nian minority. By 1923, 1.5 million Armenians
were brutally killed, while another 500,000
were deported. Stateless and penniless. Ar-
menians were forced to move to any country
that afforded refuge. Many found their way to
the United States, while others escaped to
countries such as Russia and France.

Future generations must be made aware of
this historic event in our world history. It is un-
fortunate that the Republic of Turkey refuses
to acknowledges the genocide against the Ar-
menians. Innocent people were deprived of
their freedom and senselessly killed because
of their religious or political beliefs.

Armenia has made great strides to become
an independent state. In 1992 the newly inde-
pendent republic of Armenia, became a mem-
ber of the United Nations, and in 1995 held
their first open legislative elections.

Since the genocide, various acts of human
rights violations have continued to take place
around the world. If we ever hope to prevent
further genocides we must never forget the
atrocities endured by the Armenian people.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. PORTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, today I come to
the floor to commemorate the anniversary of
one of the darkest stains on the history of
Western Civilization—the genocide of the Ar-
menian people by the Ottoman Turkish Em-
pire. I greatly appreciate the strong support of
so many of our colleagues in this effort, espe-
cially the gentleman from New Jersey, Mr.
PALLONE, my fellow co-chairman of the Arme-
nian Issues Caucus.

I wish, as every Member does, that this
Special Order did not have to take place. But
every year, I return to the floor in April to
speak out about the past. To fail to remember
the past, not only dishonors the victims and
survivors—it encourages future tyrants to be-
lieve that they can commit such heinous acts
with impunity. Unfortunately, we have seen
over and over the tragic results of hatred and
ignorance: the Holocaust, the Rwandan Geno-
cide, the ethnic cleansing in the former Yugo-
slavia, the continued mass killing in the Sudan
and the massacres in East Timor last fall. And
far too often the so-called civilized nations of
the world turned a blind eye.

On April 24, 1915, over 200 Armenian reli-
gious, political and intellectual leaders were
arrested in Istanbul and killed, marking the be-
ginning of an 8-year campaign which resulted
in the destruction of the ethnic Armenian com-
munity which had previously lived in Anatolia
and Western Armenia. Between 1915 and
1923, approximately 1.5 million men, women
and children were deported, forced into slave
labor camps, tortured and eventually
exterminated.

The Armenian Genocide was the first geno-
cide of the modern age and has been recog-
nized as a precursor of subsequent attempts
to destroy a race through an official systematic
effort. Congress has consistently demanded
recognition of the historical fact of the Arme-
nian Genocide. The modern German Govern-
ment, although not itself responsible for the
horrors of the Holocaust, has taken responsi-

bility for and apologized for it. Yet, the Turkish
Government continues to deny that the Arme-
nian genocide ever took place.

The past year has seen small steps of
progress concerning Turkey’s relationship with
its neighbors. The devastating earthquakes of
last summer in Turkey and subsequently
Greece, allowed various nations in the region,
including Armenia, to work together on hu-
manitarian grounds. Turkey’s EU candidacy is
forcing it to face its problems both with its
neighbors Greece, and Cyprus as well as in-
ternal problems such as its continuing human
rights violations.

Although I am encouraged by these small
steps, Turkey has yet to show the world that
it is serious about solving the human rights
problems within its borders. Remaining in jail
are the Kurdish parliamentarians who were ar-
rested over six years ago as well as numerous
human rights workers. At the end of 1999,
Turkey had the second highest number of
journalists in jail—eighteen—the only country
in the world with more was China. I sincerely
hope Turkey’s desire to become part of the
EU community will require Turkey to improve
its internal human rights problems as well as
face its past and acknowledge its role in one
of the 20th centuries greatest tragedies—the
Armenian Genocide.

Armenians will remain vigilant to ensure that
this tragic history is not repeated. The United
States should do all that it can in this regard
as well, including a clear message about the
historical fact of the Armenian Genocide. We
do Turkey no favors by enabling her self-delu-
sion, and we make ourselves hypocrites when
we fail to sound the alarm on what is hap-
pening today in Turkey.

Armenia has made amazing progress in re-
building a society and a nation—a triumph of
the human spirit in the face of dramatic obsta-
cles. Armenia is committed to democracy,
market economics and the rule of law. Even in
the face of the tragedy which befell the Arme-
nian Government last October, where eight
people were murdered in the parliament in-
cluding the Prime Minister Sarkisian, the Ar-
menian Government and its people remain
committed to freedom and democracy. I will
continue to take a strong stand in Congress in
support of these principles and respect for
human rights, and I am proud to stand with
Armenia in so doing. We must never forget
what happened to the Armenians 85 years
ago, just as we must never overlook the
human rights violations which are happening
today in all corners of the world.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE
ARMENIAN HOLOCAUST

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOSSELLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to commemorate one of the most
tragic events in the 20th century and
that is, of course, the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915 to 1923. It ranks amongst
the most tragic episodes. It was the
first but unfortunately not the last of
the incidents of ethnic genocide that
the world experienced during the last


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-22T09:08:03-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




